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ITEM 7

Typical Scenario (based on a real case known to Abingdon CAB)

Cost of residential stay at one of Oxfordshire’s Outdoor Education Service’s Centres (2006/2007 rates)

£185.35 board and lodging; charges cannot be made to parents on qualifying benefits

£  22.90 transport; voluntary contributions may be sought

£     1.75 insurance; voluntary contributions may be sought

£ 210.00

Lone Parent, one child, on income support, child tax credit and child benefit (2006/2007 rates) 

Lone parent, 18 or over       £57.45

Family element - CTC         £10.48

CTC                                     £33.94

Child Benefit                        £17.45    

                                            £119.32

The above parent was given no option but to pay, if she wished her child to participate in the residential trip.   The total cost of the trip equates to approximately 1.75 times her total weekly income.                         

GOVERNORS’ POLICY FOR CHARGING AND REMISSIONS

The 1988 Education Reform Act introduced changes in the law relating to charging for school activities which took effect on 1 April 1989.  Section 110 of the Act requires each Local Education Authority and Governing Body to draw up, and keep under review, its own policies in respect of charges and remission arrangements.

This statement takes into account the DES Circular 2/89 - Education Reform Act 1988, Charges for School Activities and Oxfordshire LEA's Draft Statement of Policy on Charges for School Activities, which can be made available at the school for inspection if required.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

The restrictions on charging for school activities do not in any way prohibit or restrict a school from asking for voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or in support of any school activity, whether during or outside school hours, residential or non-residential.  It is in this way, as now, that the School aims to maintain its programme of trips, visits and activities.  Every letter to parents about a proposed activity will make it clear that all contributions will be genuinely voluntary, that there will be no obligation to contribute and that pupils will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents make any contributions.

If, however, sufficient contributions are not received from parents to support a particular activity, it may be cancelled.

If any activity is over subscribed, the participants will be decided upon either by taking names "out of a hat" or on a "first come, first served" basis.  The procedure to be used will be made clear to parents in the initial information about the activity.  Members of staff will still be able to exercise their professional judgement about excluding any pupil whose behaviour may cause difficulty.  But no pupil will be omitted because their parents did not contribute, and as now, the School will continue to support any pupil whose parents, as a result of financial difficulty, request assistance.

EQUIPMENT, CLOTHING, MATERIALS AND INGREDIENTS

The School will continue to provide all exercise books, essential text books and paper.  It expects parents to want to continue to provide their children with basic equipment such as pens, pencils, rulers, etc., so that the School's resources are available for other purposes.  The Act states that schools may expect parents to provide appropriate clothing such as cooking aprons and football boots but the School will continue, when necessary, to provide specific protective items such as safety goggles.

In lessons such as Craft, Design Technology, Textiles and Food, parents will be asked in advance if they would like to own the finished product and in this case the School will charge for, or require the supply of, ingredients and materials.  A form with information about the approximate cost of such materials, and a request for appropriate contributions will be sent to parents in Years 7, 8 and 9 before a particular programme of work, and in Year 9 before the pupil decides to opt for a GCSE course.  There will be no obligation to contribute to the cost except where parents wish to own the finished product.

BREAKAGES AND FINES
School will continue to ask parents to pay for the cost of replacing such items as a broken window or a defaced, damaged or lost book where this is the result of a pupil's behaviour.

CHARGES

Under the new Act there are various activities for which parents can be "charged".  These include any activities that are "out of school hours" and can therefore be regarded as an "optional extra".  Members of staff will be engaged by the Governors on a separate contract to provide the optional extra.  An activity cannot be regarded as an "optional extra" if it takes place during school hours or if it is required as part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination, or if it is required by the National Curriculum or if it fulfils statutory duties relating to Religious Education.

The School hours are from 8.45am to 12.40pm and from 1.35pm to 3.10pm and if half or more time of any activity, including travel, takes place out of school hours the whole of the activity will be regarded as "out of school hours".

On any residential trip, charges may be made for board and lodging.  If the trip takes place during school hours, families in receipt of Income Support or Family Credit will not be charged and the School will continue to offer assistance to other families with financial difficulties.

Transport to and from work experience placements continues to be the responsibility of parents.

Music Tuition - The Act states that charges may be made for individual tuition in any musical instrument.  From September 1992, Oxfordshire County Council decided to charge for instrumental music lessons.  This brings Oxfordshire in line with most other Authorities who have been charging since the 1988 Education Reform Act

Examinations - There is a list of prescribed public examinations, recognised by the DFE and no charge may be made for entering a pupil for one of these examinations.  These include all GCSE examinations, 'A' Levels and Pitman and RSA typewriting exams.

CHARGES may be made for the following:
1. An entry for a public examination not on the prescribed list, such as an individual music examination, and any costs associated with preparing the pupil, if this preparation takes place out of school hours.

2.  An entry for an examination for which the pupil has not been prepared by the School.

3.  An entry made by a pupil re-sitting an examination for which the School had earlier prepared the pupil but where no additional preparation had been given.

4.  An entry requested by parents for a prescribed examination, that School feels unable to support.

5.  The fee requested by any Examining Board for rescrutinising an examination result if requested by parents.  If the pupil's grade is altered, the School will reimburse the parents.

An entry fee for a prescribed public examination may be recovered from parents if a pupil fails to complete the examination requirements without good reason.

Good reason 



: Illness (Doctor's note required)

Failure to complete requirements   
: Failure to complete coursework

                                   
                       Failure to sit the final examination

ACTIVITIES ARRANGED DURING SCHOOL TIME BY A THIRD PARTY
The new Act states that:

"There may be occasions when an organisation other than the LEA or Governing Body arranges an activity to take place during school hours, and parents ask the School to grant their children leave of absence to join the activity".

Under the terms of the new Act the third party would be able to charge parents directly.  The School would prefer, however, to continue to organise activities and trips on a purely voluntary basis so that the organisation and insurance are dealt with by the School and the LEA and not left to a third party such as a travel agent.

RECOVERY OF SUMS PAYABLE BY PARENTS

The Act provides that any sums payable by parents for wasted examination fees, for optional extras to which they had agreed, or for board and lodging, shall be recoverable summarily as a civil debt.

The Governors are very keen that the School should sustain the present range and variation of activities available to its pupils.  In future the School will be asking for voluntary contributions and continuing to support any families who have financial difficulty contributing.  The Governors are concerned that if sufficient parents do not support these activities by means of voluntary contributions they could well be cancelled.  The School will, as always, be dependent upon the good will of its parents.

JOHN MASON SCHOOL

GOVERNORS’ STATEMENT ON FINANCING

AND CHARGING FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

THE LAW

The Education Reform Act of 1988 establishes that all activities which form part of a programme of study within the curriculum or take place wholly or mainly during the school day must be provided free of any charge.

The Act recognises however that schools cannot afford to meet the huge costs involved in the provision of these activities and the many complimentary activities offered outside the curriculum.  In order to ensure that this reform would not lead to an impoverished curriculum and a dilution of extra-curriculum activities, the Act sets out the criteria for when charges may or may not be made.  It also requires that the Governors publish a statement explaining how these criteria will be met by the School.  It confirms the right of schools to:

· charge for materials that pupils and their families wish to keep;

· charge for items which are lost or damaged;

· continue to request contributions for their general funds;

· charge for board and lodging on residential visits;

· invite voluntary contributions to support any activities organised either during or outside school hours;

· charge for any optional activities that are offered wholly or mainly outside school hours.

A full remission of all charges for activities within School hours can be made to families in receipt of income support, family tax credit or Jobseekers allowance.

POLICY AT JOHN MASON SCHOOL

(1)
Activities offered as part of the curriculum

For the following activities, only “voluntary contributions” can be requested except for board and lodging.  Full remission of charges including board and lodging is available to families receiving income support or family credit.

· Activities requiring the use of pens, pencils or classroom equipment.  Before the beginning of each school year the School invites parents to provide their children voluntarily with pens, pencils and other classroom equipment and such protective clothing as they will require.  The School must legally provide these items for those who are unable or unwilling to do so but is not required to replace them in cases of loss.

· The production of an “end product” in some classes, for example, CDT and Food Technology.  Parents will be asked in advance whether they wish to have these “end products” and, if they do, will be charged for materials or asked to provide them.

· Visits to theatres, concert halls, art galleries or museums that are essential to the completion of examination courses.

· Field trips that are essential for the completion of National Curriculum programmes of study.

· Social Education visits to the Welsh Farm for which a charge for board and lodging is made.

A “voluntary contribution” is genuinely voluntary.  Parents have the right not to contribute if they do not wish to do so, and their children are fully entitled to take part in the activity.  The School does not treat applicants for the activity any differently on this basis.  It is clear however that the School often has to make its plans provisionally on the basis of sufficient voluntary contributions being made to fund the activity and also has to reserve the right to cancel the activity if this does not prove to be the case.  Parents will not be asked to subsidise others.

(2) Activities offered as options

The full cost can be charged for the following optional activities:

· visits to theatres etc. for enrichment;

· social visits to the Welsh Farm;

· foreign exchange visits;

· ski trips or outings to sporting events.

Information sent to parents about all planned School activities will make clear:

· the relationship of the activity to the programme of study being followed;

· the extent to which the activity falls in School time;

· the nature and extent of any compulsory charge;

· whether any voluntary contributions are being requested and, if so, how much is required.

Governors wish to make all School activities available free of charge to families who receive family income support or family credit, whilst still welcoming any voluntary contributions which these parents feel able to offer towards the cost.  It is also recognised that there are some families who receive neither income support nor family credit who might find some of the costs incurred for extra curriculum activities prohibitive.  Special funds are available for the specific purpose of ensuring that all children have an equal opportunity to join in all School activities.  All applications for assistance are treated as confidential.

FUNDS AVAILABLE

(1) Activities Support


A substantial sum of money is set aside each year from the School Budget to support families needing financial assistance to cover the cost of activities.

(2) Special Purposes Fund

A sum of money is donated annually from External Sources to support children who are resident in the Borough of Abingdon.

The Headteacher is the custodian of the Special Purposes Fund, which is administered by the Financial Officer.  Applications for assistance go from the teacher organising the activity through the Year Head and Deputy Head in total confidence.

The Governors will endeavour to ensure that the provisions of the 1988 Act do not result in a reduction of opportunities offered to pupils at the School and are confident that, within the present financial arrangements, all our pupils have an equal opportunity to join in all the School activities.

This policy was confirmed by the Governing Body on 27th January 1994.

Minor revision  - Jan 2005

18th October 2005

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I am writing to notify you of a forthcoming residential trip for year 8 students, taking place from Monday 9th till Friday 13th January 2005. The trip is a five-day adventure and challenge course at Kilvrough Manor on the lovely Gower peninsula in West Glamorgan. Many large companies send their managers on similar courses to develop leadership, co-operation and other beneficial skills and the experience should prove most rewarding and enriching.

Kilvrough Manor is a large country house set in ten acres of attractive grounds composed of lawns, woodlands and gardens, where students enjoy short periods of residential education in a challenging and stimulating environment. It is an Oxfordshire County Council centre, with permanent staff organising and instructing on all activities, but three members of staff from John Mason will also accompany the trip.

The course will involve participation in adventure activities, which may include rock climbing, abseiling, caving, canoeing, orienteering, walking and general adventure and team challenges. The precise programme for the week is the responsibility of the Kilvrough staff and some allowances can be made for students with particular needs.

The total cost of the trip is anticipated to be £250, of which £190 is payable to Kilvrough and £60 is to meet the cost of replacement teachers at school.

The charges that we have to pay to Kilvrough are:

Board and Lodging

£167.55

Transport


£  20.70

Insurance


£    1.75





£190.00

The transport charge covers travel around the centre as well as travelling to and from Kilvrough. However, we can only legitimately charge for board and lodgings and we must request voluntary contributions for the transport and insurance.  Families in receipt of family income support or family credit may, in exceptional circumstances, have part of this paid from central funds and should please contact me to arrange this.

PTO

The school also has to meet the cost of replacement teachers to cover the classes of staff accompanying the visit, and our major means of meeting this large sum of approximately £1600 must also be through voluntary contributions from you. Therefore the average voluntary contribution will be £82.45 (£20.70 transport, £1.75 insurance, £60 staffing costs). This is a voluntary contribution and does not exclude those who are unwilling to contribute. However, I must point out that the trip can only go ahead if sufficient voluntary contributions are forthcoming as we cannot afford to pay these additional costs entirely from school funds.

Hence the charges are: 

Board and Lodgings

£167.55

Voluntary contribution

£  82.45
Total



£250.00

Kilvrough Manor have sent details to me rather late this year, leaving me little time to finalise attendance numbers; you have my apologies for asking for your reply so quickly.  If you would like your son or daughter to attend this course please complete the slip below and return it to me, together with your (unfortunately non-refundable) deposit of £30, by Friday 21st October. Cheques should be made payable to John Mason School. As this trip has always proved to be very popular, and is limited to 30 students, places will be allocated as fairly as possible. Students will be informed if they have secured a place and will then be asked to confirm this by filling in, and returning the necessary forms. I will then request the voluntary contribution of £82.45, to be paid by Friday 18th November, and then the balance of £137.55 by Friday 2nd December.

Yours sincerely,

J L Wakeham

Residential Coordinator

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I wish my child _______________________________ Form _________ to attend this course

at Kilvrough Manor and I am willing to pay a voluntary contribution of  £________. 

I enclose a cheque for £30 deposit.

Signed ______________________________________(Parent/Guardian)

or

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I wish my child _______________________________ Form _________ to attend this course

at Kilvrough Manor and I do not wish to make a voluntary contribution on this occasion.

I enclose a cheque for £30 deposit.

Signed ______________________________________(Parent/Guardian)
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Sherwood Road

Didcot

Oxfordshire OX11 0DA
Headteacher: Paula Taylor-Moore B.A., M.A. United Kingdom

Telephone +44 (0)1235 812092

Our Ref: RB/FH +44 (0)1235 812289
Facsimile +44 (0)1235 511245

Your Ref: Email headteacher.didcotgirls @didcoigiris.oxon.sch.uk
Website  wwaw.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk

Please ask for:

20 April 2006

Dear Parents / Guardians

Year 7 History Curriculum Visit to Warwick Castle
The History Department is organising a visit to Warwick Castle for all Year 7 History pupils.
Students will have the chance to explore the way in which Warwick Castle has changed over

time. This will form an integral part of their study of Castles in the Summer Term.

The visit will take place on the 20™ & 21 June. Four tutor groups will go on each day as
P group. g y

follows:
7A, 7B, 7G and 7K Tuesday 20” June
7M, 7P, 7R and 7TW Wednesday 21% June

It is not necessary for girls to wear school uniform for the visit but practical, smart clothes and
comfortable shoes are essential. Girls will be outside for much of the visit so will need to bring a
waterproof jacket and sun hat. Girls will need to bring a packed lunch, a pen and a clipboard.
Packed lunches will be provided for any pupils who are entitled to free school meals.

We will be leaving Didcot Girls’ School at 9am and returning by 4pm (depending on traffic).
Arrangements need to be made for your daughter to be collected from Manor Crescent at this
time unless she normally walks home from school.

The cost of the visit will be £16 to include travel by coach to Warwick Castle, insurance and
entrance to the Castle. Cheques should be made payable to Didcot Girls’ School. Cheques need
to be returned to Pupil Services no later than Friday 19" May together with the attached consent
form. Please note that we are unable to take girls on this visit without the completed consent
form having been returned.

If you have any queries regarding this visit please do not hesitate to contact me.
We are looking forward to a fun and rewarding day at the Castle.

Yours faithfully

Mrs R Beasley
History Department

{5y A Language College —
‘\"” “Promoting excellence through parinership”
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DIDCOT GIRLS’ SCHOOL

CHARGING POLICY
CHARGING
Visits in school hours, or required by the National Curriculum or Public Examination Syllabus

A visit is in school hours in the following circumstances:

1. Day visits where more than 50% of time, including travel, is in school hours.

2. Residential visits where 50% or more of days are school days.

No compulsory charges may be made for these visits, except for board and lodging.  Parents may be asked for voluntary contributions to cover other costs, but no student may be excluded from an activity on the grounds that his/her parents are unwilling to pay.

Visits out of school hours and not required by the National Curriculum or a Public Examination Syllabus

A visit is out of school hours in the following circumstances:

1. Day visits where 50% or more of time, including travel, is outside school hours.

2. Residential visits where more than 50% of days are non-school days.

Charges can be made for materials and equipment, incidental staff costs, provision of staff (where engaged in a separate contract), admission costs, etc.

� EMBED PBrush  ���
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